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Hunger films

to save her sister—hasn't yet reached
the cultural saturation of Stephenie
Meyer's megahit, comparisons are
inevitable: Both are addictively
readable young-adult series about a
female teen in a complicated love
triangle. But the similarities end
there. HG is more thoughtful and
much, much darker. The books
(which hide a compelling antiwar
message behind the veneer of a
tween thriller) are exceptionally well
written and expertly paced, with
near-constant suspense. And unlike
Twilight's passive, angsty Bella,
Katniss is a self-possessed young
woman who demonstrates equal
parts compassion and fearlessness.
With a protagonist as appealing as
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Ms. Everdeen, it’s no surprise Holly-
wood has come courting, Besides, with
both the Harry Potter series and

The Twilight Saga winding down, the
studios desperately need a new young-
skewing franchise with a rabid fan
base. Luckily for Lionsgate, it optioned
the Hunger series back in March 2009.
Veteran scribe Billy Ray (Shattered
Glass) recently turned in a draft, and
director Gary Ross (Seabiscuit) is in
negotiations for the first film. If all
goes well, the studio hopes to be in
production by next spring.

But despite its vividly cinematic
language, The Hunger Games won't be
easy to adapt. EW has seen an early
copy of the script, which includes a
note-by-note retelling of the Games.
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“It’s an intense
subject matter, but
you can tell the story
with some restraint.”
—Producer Ninag Jacobson

How can the studio show brutal kid-
on-kid violence and still pull off a
PG-18 rating? “It’s always going to be
an intense subject matter, but you can
tell the story with some restraint,”
says producer Nina Jacobson, who
praises the books for appealing to
both girls and boys. “The only people’
these books are not for are those
under 12. The movie will be the same.”
—Nicole Sperling, with additional reporting by
Keith Staskiewicz

THE MODERN FAMILY EFFECT

NBC, CBS, and Fox search for their own versions of Modern success

and is averaging an

18 Special Reunions Double '10

focuses on the outspoken

Pilot seasonisinfull enviable12millionview-  suburban fatherofa
swing,and one trend is ers this season. NBC,CBS,  blended family; and Foxis
emerging: Dad-driven and Foxallhaveshowsin  turning thebuzzy non-
family comedies areall development forfall 2011 fiction book 7he Council
therage. Why? Broadcast  that havea Family feel: of Dadsinto ahalf-hour
networksseemanxiousto  NBCisworkingonMan ~ comedy chroniclinga
replicate the success of of the House, whichis group of sixmenwho
Modern Family, ABC’s describedasaMr.Mom  raisethedaughtersofa
sophomore smash, which ~ role-reversalshow; CBSis friend who died of cancer.
waltzed away with the shepherdinganuntitled  After this year’scrop of
Outstanding Comedy sitcom from Peter Knight  lackluster shows, here’s
Series Emmyin August (Sweet Valley High)that ~ hoping Father doesknow
best.—Tanner Stransky
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